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‘-'jperatiz;n Rhina, August 1962 Led h}a’ Ted I;".lai.fisa{)n, 4 combined team of
Nutional Parks and Wildlife Conservation personnel brought eight white
rhino trom Natal. South Africa o Southern Rhodesia - thereby
re-introducing to the region a species that had become locally extinet,
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ANNEX 2

OPERATION WHITE RHINO
THE IMPORTATION OF EIGHT
SQUARE-LIPPED RHINOCEROS

(CERATOTHERIUM SIMUM)

J B Gordy, Veterinary Research Laboratory
and
E Daviscon, Department of National Parks,
Saliebury. Southern Rhodesia

The Square-lipped Ehinoceros, the largest land mammal in the
world after the slephant. was to be found in Central Africa
from the earliest times. A pre-historic rock painting in the
Matopos National Park is almost gertainly of a white
rhinoceros, judging from the length and shape of its skull.

Selous (1881, 1893) Le Roux (1925) Coryndon (1894) MNicholls
(1892) and others, record that white rhinoceros were comman
up to 1890 in Matabeleland, Mashonaland and Gazaland, but
from that date there was a repid decline in their populatien
and by 1900 only a few stragglers remained. There is no
accurate record of when tha lasst one wasg shot, but was
probably about 1925 (Willamson 1962).

In August, 1962 eight white rhinoceros were imported into
Southern Fhodesia from the Umfolosi Game Reserve, HNatal.
Four of these animals (1 male and 3 females) were released in
the Matopos National Park, and four (2 male and 2 females)
were released in the Kyle Dam Game Reserve. This importation
of a rare amnimsl to an enviromment where they had occurred
previcusly ie a historic event in the annals of wild life
conservation, and as it entailed a 1,200 mile Jjourney
overland, over 5 days and 4 nighta, the longest land journey
to which this epecles has ever been subjected, & report on
ﬂwjmnﬂ]mﬂwmﬂmlnbdﬂ?ﬂdiﬂmz‘th}?ﬂfmoﬂi,

The corvoy assembled at Bedt Bridge at mid-day on the 3%,
August, four lorries and one Land Rover having started from
salisbury and travelled vie Fort Victoria and four lorrles
and one Land Rover and a water trailer had started from

Bulawayo.
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Staff with the exercise consisted of:-

Asgistant Director of Natdional Parks, Mr E Davison,
in charge.

Veterinary Surgeon, Mr J Condy, from the Veterinary
Research Dept.

Senior Game Ranger, Mr R Eothergill, Wild Life
Conservation Dept.

Game Ranger T Orford, Wild Life Conservation Dept.
Parks Warden J Hatton, National Parks Dept.

Mechanic Mr A Smith, C.M.E.D.

12 African drivers ard 6 lorry attendsnts as under:-

Department of National Parks

Romigius Sandisa Fuyata Simoni Pawuli
Keyd Nqgilinga Muliviyeli Samson Mafinita

Threa members of the team, Mr Condy, Mr Fothergill and Mr
G:fu:dprmadadtimcamoybyfmda}minordurtayinmm
lnowledge ufﬂiahnﬂlﬂngofthamitaﬂﬂ:mbefmthe
return jowrney started, which was scheduled for the 9%
August.

The Route chosen from Umfolosi to Rhodesia
originally planned. Due to heavy rains
conditions of all Zululand roads, 1t was necessary to keep to
minmda.mﬂdatailsnftheJmmmymglminTahlql.

Capture and pre-journey treatment
Thamﬂmlsmcmlghtbythastaffuflhfoloaimnm
using the technique described by Harthoorn (1962) . A
projectile syringe with a standard immobilising dose of 3
grammes “Themalon", (diethylthiambutane) 100 mllligrams
Hyoscine hydrobromide and 14 cc "Largactil" (Chlorpromazine
hydrochloride) in all animals.

Thaﬂﬂtsrhi:mmnppmutubeavaryumhmm
sensitive, and probably a more intelligent creature than the
black rhinoceros. After capture a great deal of persuasion
iz necessary before they will eat either taff hay or lucerne
in their pens, and it is often necessary for a luman to
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remein with them constantly for ths firet 3-4 days. lome
will only eat whem offered hay Ha the hand. and if the
attendant stope talldng to the andmle and moves away. the
rhino will stop eating. Some will not eat hay for sewveral
days, and to ensure thedr not starvding, a gruel consdsting of
maize meal, gluccse, condensed milk, molassed, silt and sugax
has been devised by staff of the Unfolosi Game Reserve. lMost
of these temperamental animals take readily to this gruel,
and within a few days are eating hay.

The reluctance on the part of most white rhinoceros to take
readily to pen feeding is very noticeable, compared wvith the
experiences gained on Lake Kariba with black rhdnocercs. The
latter have been known to eat luceme hay within 6 hours of
being captured, and no cases have occurred, that animals have
refused food for more than 12 hours.

From previocus experiences, in stocking other game parks and
reserves in the Republic of South Afrdca, it has been found
that white rhinocerce if captured, moved immediately to thedr
new enviromment and released, will settle down to grazing
natural pastures without any trouble. The long journey to
Rhodesia, however, necesgitated only tramsporting animals
which had been accustomed to pen feeding, which is essential
if they are to be treated for any length of time,

For at leagt a week before the journey commenced, the
rhinoceros had been fed and watered in their crates which
were tied to the entrance of the pans. They became quite
accustomed to entering and even sleeping in these crates. At
least twenty-four houra before Jleaving Umfolosi, each
rhinoceros had been confined to their respective crates, ard
the latter were finally loaded so the animals' heada faced
the rear end of the vehicle.

Method of Travel

Eleven vehicles comprised the comvoy. Each rhinocercs was
carried on a five ton diesel truck, and three Land Rovers
equipped with +two-way radio, transported the staff of
veterinary surgeon, game rangers and mechanic.

The rhinoceros were transported in stout wooden crates
reinforced by metal bands. These crates were of two
different patterns. The most recent and best design by the
Unfologi Game Reserve staff was a crate with three doors at
aach end. These comprised, in addition to the common type of
gtable door, another door one foot high which gave access to
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the bottom of the crate. Through this, feeding, watering amd
cleaning were carried out with ease.

Canvas sails were secured over the entire fromt ard half on
the top of the crates, an opening of 42" x 30" over each
animal 's head being left open at all times.

From the commencement of the journey a careful watch vas kept
on all animals. After having travelled the first 20 miles,
some were noticed to be lylng down ard sone were standing and
eating, obviously quite at ease.

At various times of both day and night the animals were
observed while the trucks were in motion. At no time did
they appear restless, and various individuals were often to
be seen standing and eating. even at midday.

Adequate ventilation of the crates was ensured all the time,
and during the hard frost in Pietermaritzburg, the open
portion on the top of the crate over each rhinocercs's head
wag not covered over. At one stage tha tarpaulin of one
crate was rolled forward to leave an opening on the top of
the crate at the end near the cab of the truck. There
appeared to be no advantage in doing this, dust particles
were noticed to be almost stationary in this opening while
the vehicle was in motion.

Feeding

During daylight travel the cenvoy stopped at least once per
day for refuelling and other business. At all stops, an
attendant saw that there was fodder availsble to the animals.
By this time individual preferences were known, some only ate
taff hay, some ate taff and lucerne hay.

Table IT shows records of feeding habite of two males and two
females, while the trucks were actually in motion. It will
be seen that three ate both during morming and afterncon
travel, while one, Ngazana, never ate while the trucks were
in motion in day time. He was seen once, at 8.30 pm on the
3™ day of travel, to be eating oat hay while laying down.

Watering was carrled out in plastic baths, and although they
were given access to water both morning and evening, it was
observed that most animals drank more in the evening, some
not consuming any water in the morndng. One animal,
Mashayezonke, had taken an intense dislike to the plastic
bath, and would only drink water off the floor of its crate.
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Weather conditions varded from a frost durdng the First mght
at Pletermaritzburg, to very warm weather whils crosiry the
Northern Transvaal. During the ndght of frost, it appeared
from observations on the respirations and general behaviour,
that no time were they distressed. No rain otcurred durdng
the journey, and the change in altitude from sea level to t
6,000 feet appeared to have ro effect on the animals.

Veterinary Treatments

Tranquillisation was carefully considered. Two arimals
Mashayazonke and Chiarnna were nervous and had fought thedr
pens, the former brealkdng her anterlor ham off. The two
were therefore given 300 mgms each of Chlorpromasine an hour
before the journey commenced. As they appeared settled later
in the day, no further trenquillisers were administered. It
was decided to interfere with nature as little as possible,
and only treat whem necessary. All the remsining six animals
appeared at ease throughout the jourmney and ns further
tranquillisation was necessary.

Nyornd and Mashayazonke both had large suppurating lesions due
to a previous infection on the sldn. Both had courses of
Penicillin before the journey. Nyonl was therefore given 2.5
gms oxytetracycline daily for the first two days of travel,
and Mashayazonke was gilven the same treatment during the last
two daye of travel. Their sldn lesions were dressed twice
daily, with a Sulphanilamide-iodoform powder.

The serum of one female (the only animal it was possible to
obtain gerum from) was subjected to the routine agglutination
test for Brucellosis, and found to be negative. Recently two
Black Rhinocercs from Lake Kariba have shown positive
reactions to this test.

On arriving at the Kyle Game Reserve the 4 rhinoceros had
abrasions on the backs which were treated with wound dressing

powder. These abrasions were apparently due to a shortage of
bedding.

BExamination of the faecez of all animals, revealed moderate
to heavy infestations of nematodes. Bot fly larvae of the
gemis Gyroatigma are known to cccur in White Rhinocercs at
Unfoloel . As these elght rhinoceros being imported to
Rhodesia were to be released in an area where rhino (and
their parasites) had not occurred for many years, an
opportunity arcse to try to reduce thedr parasite burden to
below <ths critical level necessary for thelr survival.
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Accordingly they were all dosed with en arthelmintdc very
successfully, the detailed resuts of which are being
published elsewhere.

Allddttanimnlnmaivadlﬂﬂﬂmitau:fuitudnmbifah
being released.

The Umfolosi Game Reserve and surrounding country had been a
Trypancsomiasis area up to 1950. As all the edght rhinoceros
concerned were under four years old, it was considered

unmecessary to use a trypanocidal drug.

Releage

After having been in thedir crates for edght days, journey's
end arrived on 3rd September. The trucks carrying the crates
wrnrwmldintnpiuuttlumtﬂmatuﬂmm. and
after securing the crates to these entrances, the sores and
abrasions on all animals were treated before release.

Ihoructimanfmstufthunnimlamtnuttarthapma
after a preliminary eniff. Unfaan, however, refused to leave
his crate for nine hours after the door was removed.

Atm:yﬂ:gﬂnunﬁunrﬁvalinwt}nymtrutd
uimmunthalndnu.¢.arﬂm21n3aptuﬂ:urﬂufmu-atma
hhtnposlhtiml?urkmﬂnﬂmmtnbaﬁ:ully
released from thelr pens intoc an enclosure of 250 acres in
the 2,000 acre Game Park section. Within an hour of release
they were grazing the natural pastures. They establighed
their "territory" which was a relatively small one of thedr
own choice, not extending more than half a mile from the
pum.mﬂreﬂmmddnilytoﬂmmtnftdmt&ffhay.
sleeping in the same place every day. They made no attempt
to wander until the first rains brought on a flush of new
grass. When this happened they explored the whole area of
the fenced game camp.

&tthaKyluDumeRHcmmusuﬂl}rdmnﬂdzymtof
natural pasture, in places four foot high, constituted a fire
hazard which endangered the lives of all animals. The rainy
season was not far off, so the four rhinocervs were retained
in their pens until the first rain fell.

mm—rmﬂnmcmafﬂpnntimmimmﬁ

Southern Rhodesia, it must be concluded that with reasonable
m,ﬂmuﬂmlscmhatrﬂmporbedmrvuylm
distances by land. Apart from supplying ample bedding to
prevent abrasions, it dis difficult to recommend any
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dmprovements on the method of crating, feedirg, watering and
transport.

In view of the apparently fairly high level of dnterral
parasitism of white rhinocercs in their natural habitat at
Unfolosi, it would be a wise precaution to trest all
rhinoceros that are captured in this reserve, sgainst
internal and ecternal parasites, before they are removed to
other areas.

The white rhinocercs was to be found in most areas of
Suuﬂmmﬁ‘odesiaduringﬂulnﬂcmuy.mﬂmwmvmy
common in some parts up till 1890. There 4is no resson to
bnliwaw}yﬂmyah:uldmtdovuywallinthumym
parks vhere the eight were released in September 1962.
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Wanke, The Story of a Great Game Reserve by Ted Davison was sent to www.stoprhinopoaching.com by his son,
John Davison. In an e-mail to us John writes:

Could the web site use scans of pages from my father's autobiography book "Wankie - The Story of a Great Game
Reserve"?

That book contains a full technical paper (7.5 pages) written by my father and Dr John Condy the Vet who came
down from the then Southern Rhodesia to take the eight rhino back to Zimbabwe from Imfulosi. This paper covers
only the first, historic translocation but other convoys came down to Imfulosi at various times after 1962 until 1967 by
which time 74 White Rhino had been translocated to various parks in Zimbabwe - part of lan Player's tactic to spread
the gene pool worldwide as he seemed to have some premonition of the problems these creatures face today that
went beyond mere concern for the carrying capacity of Imfulosi in ecological terms!

My father was in charge of the first vehicle convoy that came to Imfulosi in 1962 to collect eight White Rhino from lan
Player's team to take back to Kyle and Matopas Parks in Zimbabwe. The species had been regionally extinct for
some 90 years in Zimbabwe before that convoy trundled back over Beit Bridge having been plentiful up there in
Selous days.

The rhino conservation efforts made by the various personalities here in Natal and in Rhodesia
cannot be sold down the drain today!
Maybe some of this history will motive the current day staff to go the extra mile in dealing with the current
poaching pandemic!

John Davison

(Registered Wildlife Guide)

Wildlife Experiences

Pinetown-Durban-South Africa

Telephone 27(0)317001497 mobile 0834550165

Thank you John for sharing your father’s book with us.



